What are disturbances in sensory integration?
Problems in self-regulation Self-modulation Self-control Pediatric disturbance of self-regulation, including attention deficit, emotional dyscontrol, hyperactivity, problems with transitions, etc.
What are S.I. Problems?
Thought to have to do with biological vulnerabilities These are mediated, and modified by environmental stimuli and Interpersonal sensory world, emotional field, relationships, experiences.
Is there a common manifestation?
Each child is unique A "sensory profile" of each child, including sensitivities, ability to process and execution of responses. Even a child varies depending on factors like motivation, stimulation, time of the day, previous stimulation, etc.
What are some of the manifestations in the school?
The child is fidgety, moves constantly, oscillates, cannot sit still The child seeks constant motion, on the chair or getting out of the chair The child tends to "show off" in front of other people. Becomes irritable when others are around, e.g. "company".
The child is thought to be clumsy Frequently bumps into things, runs into the wall, falls from chair Child steps on toys, "butts" other people, is too rough with other children Hugs too hard, hits rather than touches Loves to "body slam" and wrestle Child is thought to be "lazy" due to low muscular tone Child is slow to process or "warm up" and organize responses Child shows little reaction to things, even exciting ones
The child has problems with transitions " Marches to the beat of his own drummer" Tends to have trouble modulating focus, I.e. not focused or over-focused to the exclusion of everything else Can only do one thing at a time The child has poor handwriting Complains that writing "hurts his hands" Becomes tired too quickly Takes a long time to write a small number of words or alternatively rushes through work and it is illegible Child " hates to write" Child "hates to draw" Child "hates sports" Child is never chosen in teams, because of motor clumsiness or problems in motor coordination Problems in regulation of arousal states Hyper-aroused at the wrong time, e.g. at bedtime Difficulty falling asleep or staying asleep Difficulty sitting still to eat Child is excessively selective and "picky " to eat.
Child smells everything Tends to mouth or chew objects, clothes, pens, pencils, etc Tends to smell everything before eating Is afraid of swings, being held, being carried or tossed in the air.
Things have to be " just so" Thought to be " spoiled" because wants to "control everything" Cannot be rushed, only has one speed Child does not detect interpersonal signals easily, e.g. wearing out his welcome Child is very anxious Feels uncertain, easily overwhelmed by things Feels people are angry or bothered, or yelling Feels scared of the future and places.
